Picking a Puppy
			By David Keehn



Once you have selected a breed and a breeder, it is time to choose your puppy. It is advisable to visit the breeder prior to the pups being ready to go home, as this allows you to observe their dispositions and select one that aligns with your preferences. If you have a gender preference, you may request to view only puppies of that gender.
For retrievers or hunting dogs, there are several assessments you can conduct, both collectively with the litter and individually with each pup. One such test involves throwing an object for the puppies to retrieve; at this stage, you are primarily looking for natural chasing instincts rather than retriever ability. Reputable breeders typically provide toys, puppy bumpers, or birds for these evaluations.
Another useful assessment is observing how the puppies respond to loud noises, such as banging pots or clapping hands. The optimal response is little to no reaction; a puppy might be momentarily startled but should quickly recover, which indicates strong resilience.  A prolonged fearful response may indicate difficulty acclimating to environments where loud sounds, such as gunfire, are common.
When feasible, permitting the puppies to chase a live bird, such as a duck or pigeon, offers valuable insight into their hunting drive. This test is usually performed at seven to eight weeks of age and can be facilitated by professional trainers or breeders who keep live birds on hand.
When finalizing your selection, it is recommended that the primary owner sit among the puppies and observes which one approaches first. This method has proven effective in developing strong bonds between owner and dog.
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